To: Rescue response agencies in the SE Region
From: Doug Williams, SE Regional Rescue Project Manager

RE: Southeast Kansas Regional Rescue Team


The Southeast Kansas Homeland Security Council has appropriated funding to develop a regional rescue response team. This team is currently being formed to provide region wide response and being trained and equipped to meet the NIMS Type 2 credentials for Structural Collapse rescue. Chanute Fire Department, Parsons Fire Department and Labette County EMS submitted proposals last year to be the host teams for this project.  The goal of this proposal is to have those agencies be the host teams and have them supported by other agencies and trained responders throughout the region. It would be beneficial to have team members from every county in the region. All personnel on the team will be trained to the same level. By having trained personnel throughout the region, we will be able to provide a significant response to a major event, but also have quicker response by trained personnel in the immediate area. 


In addition to the regional team, we are currently being included as part of the Kansas State Rescue Task Force. This proposed state-wide task force includes our SE team as well as Topeka, Wichita / Sedgwick Co, Kansas City and Olathe. 


The SE Homeland Security Council has appointed a five person committee to oversee the rescue project and make recommendations to the council for training and equipment expenditures. The members of the committee are listed at the end of the letter. 


The proposed training level to be reached by all responders will be the rescue technician level as stated by NFPA. The following courses will be provided by KUFST:

Rope Rescue OPS – 3 days

Confined Space – 2 days

Trench Rescue – 2 days

Structural Collapse Rescue I – 5 days

Structural Collapse Rescue II – 5 days


At the current time we have completed one class of 24 rescue team members through Structural Collapse I and we are starting another class. The second program will be taught in a weekend setting to accommodate more personnel and will start with the Rope OPS class the weekend of August 10th, 11th and 12th and be Friday evening, Sat and Sunday. Then the Confined Space Class will be taught the following Saturday and Sunday, August 18th and 19th.  This class can be up to 24 students and will be taught in Eureka. 

The SE Regional Council is providing the funds for the training and for the staffing costs for career departments. Since Chanute and Parsons / Labette Co EMS are the host teams, the first class consisted primarily of their personnel plus five others from the immediate area and was taught in their locale and thus did not require motel rooms or  mileage. The future classes will not have that luxury and the cost of motel rooms will be discussed and hopefully provided as well. At this time it is for sure that the training will be provided for free and overtime / backfill costs for career departments. We will be addressing the motel room issue shortly. 
 
If your department has members that would like to participate in this regional response endeavor, contact myself or another member of the SE Regional Response Committee. We will be starting the roster for the second class very soon, so do not delay.
Sincerely,

Doug Williams, SE Regional Response Team Project Manager

SE Regional Homeland Security Rescue Committee 

Doug Williams, Chairman

Tim Hay – Parsons Fire Department

Kevin Jones – Chanute Fire Department

Nancy Lamb – Cherokee Co EM

Don Leapheart – Iola Fire Department

