Region 6 EMS 
Meeting Minutes of January 26, 2012
Today’s meeting was called to order at 1307 hours by Chairman Chris Way. 

Board members present:

Chris Way,  K. Yoakum, T. Staggs,  R. Pace, R. Grimmett,  J. Adams, R. Varone, D. Hamlin,
 T. Modesitt, R. Conaway, J. Wilhelms, Chris Way, D.Bruner
Absent members: D. Cowan
Guests: Sarah House, EMS-C Chair and Jason Bolt, CCC Paramedic Instructor

Agenda: The agenda was presented by the Chairman. A motion was heard for approval of the agenda by Mr. Modesitt and seconded by Mr. Hamlin. Unanimous vote was heard. No opposition was heard. 
Minutes of the October 2011 meeting were presented via e-mail and website. 
A motion by Mr. Adams to approve the minutes was heard with a second by Mr. Modesitt. All approved. No opposition noted.
First item on the agenda was a request by the Chair to go into Executive Session for matters of contract discussions. A motion was heard by Mr. Wilhelms to go into Executive Session for not more than 20 minutes for reasons of contract discussion. A second was heard from Mr. Adams. All voted in favor at 1312 hrs. 

The meeting was opened again at 1324 with a motion by Mr. Modesitt and a second by Mr. Pace. All in favor. 

Upon returning to the open meeting a motion was heard from Mr. Varone to terminate the contract of the Administrative Assistant effective immediately. A second was heard from Mr. Adams. A vote of the board was unanimous. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

A. BEMS Grant: The Board is currently awaiting transmittal of funds in the amount of approx. $10,000. Suggestion was made that these funds be distributed among the three regional response teams within the Region (MERGe, Regional Rescue and Regional Haz-Mat). Proposals would have to be completed by March 30, 2012 so that the grant could be completed by June 30, 2012. A motion was heard by Mr. Modesitt to equally distribute the funds among the three Regional Response teams listed above. A second was heard from Mr. Staggs. A vote heard all approve and no opposed.  

B. Homeland Security Triage Grant:  A grant for approx. $19,000 for equipment to support disaster response will soon be available to the Region. Discussion was heard about possible projects among the members. Items such as “Mini-Response” trailers, stockpiles of supplies relating to a response (bandaging, markers, flashlights) and various other items were examined. With limited consensus among the members, this issue was tabled until the April meeting. Ideas for this project should be brought to the meeting in April with intent to proceed pending discussion. 
C. Homeland Security Update: 

D. Trauma Council: The Chair advised that secondary to his knowledge that the Chair of the SEKRTC would not be present at the last SEKRTC meeting, he intentionally withheld the letter that was drafted and approved in the October Region 6 meeting. The chair asked if he should proceed and send the letter regardless of this issue and was advised to go ahead and submit the letter to the SEKRTC.

E. PHTLS/AMLS Instructor: Mr. Pace has been in contact with a provider that could come to the region and conduct training for both PHTLS and AMLS instructor courses. Potential candidates would be required to have provider status and then attend the instructor portion of the class(s). They would then need to be monitored. Mr. Pace’s contact stated they would do the provider class and instructor class for $225 per person-per discipline (AMLS and PHTLS). They would then return to monitor those instructors for $250 per day and expenses. After some lengthy discussion a motion was heard from Mr. Adams that the Region would sponsor up to 10 candidates at $225 each for inclusion in a Provider/Instructor class for AMLS only at this time with approval of the candidates Director. The motion also would compensate the $250 per day and expenses to have the instructors monitored while doing a provider class. A second was heard from Mr. Grimmett.  A vote heard unanimous approval of the members. 

F. KRAF Grant Report: Mr. Wilhelms conveyed that the first meeting of the KRAF Grant committee would be scheduled soon and hoped that everyone applied for funding. He will be representing Region 6 at this meeting. 

G. Regional Disaster Class: The Chair brought up discussion on a provider class on Disaster response that would involve administrators on one day and EMS providers on the second day. This program was presented in another region and seemed to be well received. Region 6 would host the class perhaps in the latter part of the year. The issue was tabled until at least April where it could be examined further. 

H. MERGe update: The chair advised that MERGe is growing with the addition of Region 5 to the group. Several applications are being considered for membership on the team from that area. 

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Washington DC, EMS DAY on the Hill: As has been in previous years, Mr. Way and an entourage from the state will be traveling to Washington D.C. for “EMS DAY ON THE HILL” in March. This event is coordinated by the NAEMT as well as KEMSA. Mr. Way is again seeking approval of the board to pay for meals during this trip and KEMSA is covering the travel and lodging. A motion was heard by Mr. Modesitt to allow for Mr. Way to have his meals paid for. A second was heard of Mr. Wilhelms. Votes of approval were heard of the Board with the exception of Mr. Yoakum who opposed the motion. 

B. BEMS Executive Director Update:  Mr. Sutton did not attend the meeting but sent an e-mail to the Chair with highlights of pending legislation being followed by the BEMS staff. Some issues are: legislation to allow for “Line of Duty Death” benefit for firefighters family’s healthcare policies to be provided for up to 5 years. BEMS is seeking including EMS providers to this. The Medical Advisory Council has tabled any further action on statewide protocols. There is also a probable increase coming in various state fee’s for processes. 
C. All Regions Meetings: Over the last few months the Region Chairs have been meeting and discussing issues that face all of them or individual regions seeking dialogue on issues. Mr. Way commented that “several positive dialogue sessions” have been seen and he believes that these meetings will prove beneficial. 

D. Sub-Committee Reports:  
a. Finance: The committee (Varone, Bruner, Staggs) recommends the purchase of Quicken Software to be placed on the Regional Laptop for improved book keeping records and trending. A motion was heard from Mr. Adams to purchase this product to be used as recommended by the committee. A second was heard from Mr. Conaway. A vote of unanimous approval was noted. 
i. The chair asked for a motion to remove the administrative assistant from all accounts immediately and to add Mr. Staggs and/or Mr. Grimmett to the signatures of the accounts.  Mr. Yoakum asked if this addition was really necessary and was advised that it was for means of expediting business of the region. A motion was heard by Mr. Wilhelms to that affect and seconded by Mr. Pace. All members present voted in approval.

b. Education:  Mr. Adams suggested that the Region consider hosting a 6-8 hour continuing education seminar that would be cost effective enough to offer at a very reduced tuition or free to providers of the region on a topic to be agreed upon. He felt there were some beneficial areas of interest that would benefit the area in which an educator would be cost effective to accomplish this. Most members agreed that many educators, within our peers could provide such a class. The education committee was assigned the task of bringing some ideas to the table at the April meeting. 
E. Public comment: EMS-C chair Sarah House advised of upcoming training being coordinated for September. Jason Bolt, MICT I/C at Coffeyville Community College advised that the program there is back in operation. They are seeking ways to better support the EMS educational needs of the region also. 
With no other comments or agenda items for discussion, a motion for adjournment was heard from Mr. Varone and second by Mr. Adams. No opposition was heard and it was unanimous.  
