Region 6 EMS Board Meeting

April 24, 2008

1300 hours at LCMC EMS

Meeting called to order by Chairman Way at 1310. 

Board Members present were: C. Way, T. Modesitt, T Ringle, T. Staggs, K. Yoakum, J. Adams, R. Pace, A. Roberts, D. Hamlin, P. Pomeroy, D. Bruner, J. Wilhelms.

Guests: R. Waller, KSBEMS and J. Lowery, Mercy EMS

Approval of the agenda was completed by a motion for approval by D. Hamlin and seconded by T. Ringle. Passed without objection.

Minutes of Jan. 17, 2008 were presented and a motion of acceptance was heard from P. Pomeroy and second by T. Staggs. Passed without objection.

Unfinished business: 

A. Homeland Security update: The current emphasis is to see completion of current projects before considering new ones. Nothing has changed from the last meeting in this area. 

B. Communications plan: Mr. Pace and Mr. Wilhelms have developed a list of common frequency’s for area agencies for radio communications. These are available through them.

C. BEMS Grant(s):  Robert Waller, Director of  the Kansas Board of EMS made a presentation of the current funding expected. He indicated that this money was pre-allocated to accomplish “Resource Typing” in association with current NIMS requirments. He also noted that Pandemic Flu guidelines and plans were being developed in conjunction with this initiative. He also requested from each service director that they provide KSBEMS with a summary of their Emergency Response Plan (ERP). He does not want a copy of each plan but rather a synopsis of them to use as samples to those who do not currrnetly have them. 

D. Newsletter: Mr. Pace presented that a published newletter format was near completion. He inquired about the boards pleasure as to the best method of distribution of such a publication. He also asked Mr. Yoakum if this could be utilized within the Webpage. Mr. Yoakum assured it could and would be used as a method. Some regular mailing of the publication may also be beneficial. Mr. Pace will get it to Mr. Yoakum for posting and we will also solicit some websites to post links to it. 

E. Educational Funding:  Mr. Way noted that funding for education was available through a grant from KDHE to the council. He noted a request from Coffeyville Community College was made but not specifics about how much funding was requested or how it would be used. These questions had been sent in reply but no follow up information had yet been received. Mr. Wilhelms stated he believed it was for subsidizing a Haz-Mat ALS class scheduled for May 19th and 20th at Coffeyville. We will wait for further information from Ms. Rexwinkle before making a decision. E-mail voting may be utilized if the information is presented.

F. Educator Workshop: Mr. Way is conversing with Mr. Friesen about a date for the Region 6 EMS Educators workshop. He is looking at early fall dates and a location has yet to be decided. 

New Business: 

Mr. Hamlin was recognized by the Chair for his recent involvment in the KRAF Grant process and Mr. Hamlins appointment to the FARC committee which decided awards of grant proposals. Mr. Hamlin was thanked for his participation and dedication. Mr. Hamlins appointment to the committee will continue through 2010. Services are reminded that the next application period will open in October of 2008 and close Dec. 31, 2008. 

800 Mhz radio systems were discussed by the communications sub-committee of the homeland security regional council by conference call recently. The distribution of these radios is expected later this year by discipline (EMS, Fire, LEO) pending approval of the plan by the Regional Security Council. Approval is expected in May or June with possible dispersion shortly thereafter. It is estimated that 350 radios will be needed which included 75 EMS vehicles. It was noted that local talk groups would be free but there would be a $50 programming fee each time the technician has to come to program. It was discussed as to what talk groups should be determined now so as to reduce the need for return trips by the programmers. It was determined through discussion that there be a regional talk group. Several departments also stated they would like their own talk group. 

Scope of Practice: Mr. Way and Mr. Yoakum spoke of the recent Scope of Practice Committee meetings they have attended. Mr. Way is the designate to the committee and Mr. Yoakum is the alternate. Discussion by Mr. Waller was also entertained as to the proceedings. The Scope of Practice is an examination of Kansas EMS from the ground up. It has many aspects and challenges but the desire is to create a model that is efficient and appropriate to our citizens. These meetings will be ongoing throughout 2008 and you should begin seeing fruits of the labor in late 2008 and early 2009. 

Committee Reports: 

Bylaws:  Updated bylaws were recently published on the website. Please consult them as needed.

Education: J. Wilhelms relayed that there is a Haz-Mat ALS class on May 19th and 20th at Coffeyville. Contact CCC (251-7700 ext. 2174) for details. Also there is a NIMS 300 and 400 class at CCC May 5th -9th at CCC. 

There is also a Fire Instructor I class at Fort Scott May 19th- 23rd . Contact Dave Bruner at FSFD. 

No committee reports were noted from the following:

Communications/PR, Finance, or Executive committees

In other business: Discussion was brought forth by the Chair about formaing a subcommittee to research the possibility of assembeling an Honor Guard for events. It is estimated that it woud take approx. 10 people minimum to begin. Perhaps 2-3 from each of several departments. Of the four directors present it seemed favorable to seek membership. Mr. Way agreed to have some of his staff investigate these issues and report back at the next meeting. 

Upon hearing no presentations for public comment or comment from the membership a motion was entertained for adjourment by J. Wilhelm and P. Pomeroy. Passed without objection. 

