Region 6 EMS Council

Meeting Minutes of Jan. 17th, 2008

Held at LCMC EMS at 1300 hrs.

Members in attendance: C. Way, J. Adams, K. Yoakum, D. Hamlin, P. Pomeroy, R. Pace, T. Staggs, D. Bruner, T. Modesitt, T. Ringle, M. Hadley, J. Wilhelms, M. Shields

Guest in attendance were Robert Waller, Administrator of the Kansas Board of EMS. 

Agenda: 

I. Welcome




C. Way

II. Call to order




C. Way

III. Approval of agenda



 


Agenda was set with no amendments

IV. Approval of the minutes of Oct. 18, 2007


The minutes of the previous meeting were presented. A motion was made by Jim Wilhelms to accept the minutes as written and seconded by Rod Pace. Unanimous approval

V. Unfinished Business:

Item A: Homeland security update: The Regional Homeland Security Task Force for our area has allocated money to equip each ambulance and staff vehicle that may be used in a large resource volume event to be equipped with a 800 mhz radio. Discussion was about whether a handheld or a mobile radio would be more appropriate. Chairman Way has polled the area services to determine how many units were necessary to accomplish this. His figures were for 75 radios. Discussion was also held about whether to purchase additional “talkgroups” for each county served (12) at a cost of $50 each with Region 6 possibly incurring this cost. This part of the issue was tabled for further evaluation as to it’s impact. 

Item B: Regional Communication Plan:  No new developments

Item C: BEMS Grants: No new developments

Item D: Newsletter: Mr. Robertson was unable to attend , no report

Item E: Educational Money: The KRAF funds that are to be distributed to the Regions is in progress and reuires some further documentation from the Chairman to the BEMS. Chairman Way will address the necessary forms and send them to BEMS. This will allow the distribution of the $5,600 to the region for dispersal. 

Item F: Educators Workshop: Chairman Way has been in communication with Mr. Jon Freisen about presenting this years Educators Workshop in Region 6. Mr. Freisen has asked for three to four potential dates so that schedules can be worked out. Cahirman Way has agreed to submit several optional dates to him and return with them at the April Meeting. Discussion was shortly held as to day of the week and it was agreed that a Saturday would be most appropriate.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Bylaws Changes: T. Modesitt reports that the Bylaws Editing is continuing and will be accomplished soon. These will be sent to Mr. Yoakum for setting in format for publishing on the webpage. 

Homeland Security Appointments: It is time to make appointments to the Regional Homeland Security Committee. The current appointees are Chris Way and Joey Adams. A motion was made by J. Wilhelms to re-appoint Mr. Way and Mr. Adams to remain serving in their current capacity. Mr. Modesitt seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

KDHE money is being distributed to the region shortly in the amount of approx. $18,000. The primary mission of this money is to complete the Homeland Security Incident Resource Typing initiative. This process will identify the resources that each service in the region has and how they might correlate to a response in the region or a mutual assistance response. 

Scope of Practice, Agenda for the future Task Force: The Kansas Board of EMS has set forth to assemble a committee to study the National Scope of Practice and how it relates to Kansas EMS. This committee will explore and deliberate the efficacy of the Scope of Practice and how it applies to the curriculm, practices, and protocol along with every other aspect of EMS in Kansas. This committee will be tasked with developing a recommendation to the Kansas Board of EMS as to whether to adopt this standard, modify it to fit Kansas or totally develop our own scope of practice. Mr. Waller is seeking candidates from each region as well as other institutions to serve on this committee. Mr. Way stated his desire to serve on this committee. Mr. Yoakum agreed that he would serve in the alternate position for this. Mr. Modesitt made a motion to the effect that Mr. Way be appointed and Mr. Yoakum be appointed alternate. Mr. Staggs seconded the motion and it was approved unaninmously.

EMS Today Conference: 

Minutes of the Oct. 2007 meeting reflected discussion that the region was considering: Sponsor Board Members to attend conference outside the state and return with presentations to provide the latest trends and treatments to keep our region at the forefront of EMS techniques. This would also allow networking opportunities with providers outside our regions or state and develop more ideas for optimizing EMS delivery in our region. 

Discussion today was that an excellent opportunity exists at the EMS Today Conference and Expo in Baltimore for several tracts of learning and networking in March of 2008. No comments were heard in objection.

Discussion about the arrangements for lodging and expenses were completed with an agreement that the Region would re-imburse costs of transportation for individuals if they would make their own reservations. Mr. Way would make the necessary arrangements for registration, hotel and meals. Mr. Yoakum asked if the emphasis for this was to return to the region with presentations and ideas of how to optimize EMS operations in our area. Mr. Way confirmed that this is the intent. It was unanimously approved to proceed.

Calls for other business were entertained and nothing was noted. 

Motion for adjournement was made by T. Ringle and seconded by Hamlin. Unanimous approval at 1430 hrs.

Next meeting will be April 17th, 2008 at LCMC EMS @ 1300.    

