Region VI Meeting

May 2nd, 2007

1300 hours-Station 1 Parsons

Present: Terry Staggs, Peggy Hoisington, Darren Hamlin, Travis Modesitt, Allen Robertson, Destry Lynn, Kenny Yokum, Dave Brunner, Rod Pace, Chris Way

Call to order at 1310 hours by Chris Way

Motion to approve agenda, motion made by Travis, seconded by Destry

Jim Rusk from MedFlight has the minutes from the last meeting; tabled by board

Resignations from board: Casey Mellen gave a formal letter of resignation and a verbal resignation from Dr. Tribbey. Both were accepted; motion made by Travis, seconded by Destry.

Discussed new board members to replace the resigning board members remaining term.

New board members voted in to fill the remaining terms are Dave Brunner and Kenny Yokum. Both accepted the positions

Homeland Security Update:  Discussed the Merge Team; radios were for by the Merge Team
Region Meeting dates:  July, October meeting will be held in Parsons at 1300 hours at the EMS station. The next meeting is scheduled for July 19th at 1300 hours at Parsons.
Communications Sub Committee: Alan will now be doing communications for the Region VI board and will be looking into possibly putting out a newsletter to inform the counties within this region what the Region VI has to offer.  Website to be discussed later in meeting.  All agreed communication needed to improve.
Testing/MOA: As of now, there is no EMT testing being done in Region VI.
The changes that were discussed in the April Board of EMS meeting in regards to the MOA, did not match the copy that was given to the  regions.  The MOA as is stands now is unacceptable, it did not meet the changes the region board decided on last July. A motion was made by Alan to end discussion on the MOA and testing with the State of Kansas at this time. This motion was seconded by Travis and passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Destry that Chris constructs a letter to the Chair of Education advising them of the unanimous decision on MOA/Testing with the State of Kansas. This motion was seconded by Travis and passed unanimously.

Other options for testing were discussed; National Registry vs I.O. Solutions; National Registry are will to test if they are allowed to do so.
A motion was made by Travis to allow Chris to speak on behalf of Region VI to support the current regulations 109-8-1 to continue with National Registry testing being the exam for the State of Kansas. Motion seconded by Rod; passed unanimously.

Regulation 109-8-1: Should Kansas be an open or closed state in regards to testing?
Motion was made by Alan that Region VI should be a National Registry state, seconded by Travis; passed unanimously. 

Web Site: Kenny Yokum explained how the Region VI web site is working and is operational. Between now and the next meeting he will be working on the web site and will present any recommendation or concerns about the web site.  All agreed the web site needed to be the primary communication tool for the region.  Also agreed that all meeting, minutes and other important information should immediate be put on web site.  Kenny to work on this.  Any info needing to be put on immediately can be sent to Kenny.
Budget: There was an error on the Region VI proposed budget that was handed out. Corrections were made and the budget was approved. Motion made to approve the amended budget by Rod and seconded by Destry.
Grant Money:  Discussed the options to apply for more grant money, some regions were doing Merge projects; to be able to qualify for more grant money, there is an August 1st, 2007 deadline. The money that we have available now has to be spent as soon as possible. This money cannot be used to pay personnel. This money must be spent on something that is going to be used at a regional level. 

Discussion was made on how to spend this money; talked about the new regional team that is made up of Parsons Fire Dept., Labette Health EMS, Iola Fire Dept., Coffeyville Fire Dept. and Chanute Fire Dept. Most of the departments own their own personal safety equipment. A request was made for personal safety equipment; the request was in the amount of 7500.00. Other  ideas; mannequin that can be used by anyone in the region. Estimated cost of the mannequin is 9000.00 plus shipping.  A request for video training materials that can be used by anyone in the region at an estimated cost of 1500.00. 
The proposed budget for this grant is 7500.00 rescue equipment, 9000.00 for mannequin, and 1500.00 for training video. Motion made by Rod to approve, seconded by Dave and passed unanimously for this budget. 

Education Workshop: This no longer has to go through Region I, we can now do these workshops as Region VI.  We discussed the possibility of making this free to the people in Region VI, however if there is available seats left over we can offer those to other region members at a small fee.  This would improve relations between the counties and the board. Chris will get all the information on the fees of the instructors and possible locations of where we could hold these workshops. 

Bylaws: Our current bylaws need to be reviewed and changes made where necessary at the boards approval. Travis, Alan and Dave will review the bylaws and recommend changes to the board.

PR/Communications:  Rod will be putting together the newsletter and will need an inventory list of our PR supplies. A renewed effort to communicate must be put in place.  All agreed however more participation by other services in region Vi was a must.
Other Business: None

Motion made to adjourn by Destry, seconded by Terry. Meeting adjourned at 1630 hours. 

