Region 6 EMS Council
Meeting Minutes of January 15, 2009
Meeting called to order by the Chairman, Mr. Way at 1305 hrs. 

Attendance: 

Chris Way, Randy Grimmett, Kenny Yoakum, Travis Modesitt, Joey Adams, Maggie Hadley, Jim Wilhelms, Dave Bruner
Guest:  Cory Hallacy, Sarah House
The proposed agenda was presented and a motion was heard to accept it as written by Mr. Modesitt and seconded by Mr. Adams. No further discussion was heard and all in favor.
Copies of the minutes were presented from the October 2008 meeting. A motion by Mr. Wilhelms was heard to accept the minutes as posted. Second by Ms. Hadley. No further discussion and all in favor. 

Unfinished Business

GRANT Funding: Actual funds have yet to be received from KDHE or the BEMS programs. 
The KDHE funding for the Pandemic Prepardness resources is very deliberate in the acceptable materials it will be used for. Those items are limited to Isolation structures (temporary tents) for isolating deceased patients, body bags, N95 respirator masks and nitrile gloves and a few other items. A key to this funding is the materials cannot be used as operational stock for beneficiaries. Discussion was heard as to how to identify what each particular service could benefit the most with the funding. It was proposed that the Chairman (designee) would contact each service in the region to determine how they could best be served within the scope of the materials and then expend the funds to get these items.

Educators Workshop:  Report by Mr. Way about the success of the Educators workshop was heard. Evaluations reflected that Mr. Freisen was an overwhelming success. Registration fees nearly accounted for the costs of the class. A large concensus was heard about the no costs offering to the educators within the region.   

EMSC: 
Sarah House, Director of EMSC at KDHE, presented a overview of her offices project to revive pediatric care education in the state using the Emergency Pediatric Care course (formerly Prehospital Pediatric Care) as administrated through NAEMT. Ms. House accentuated the positive attributes of the program and its emphasis on pre-hospital assessment and treatment of a broader  spectrum of pediatric patients than other associated programs. She discussed the current goals of the program to train instructors and seek participation in the development of the course across the state.  It was explained to Ms. House that all current funding had been allocated to projects at this time and we could not offer this type of support.  A motion was heard by Mr. Wilhelms that the region would verbally offer our support to her offices efforts to complete the program as well as promote it within our region as possible. 
800 Mhz Radios: 

Mr. Way reported that the institution charged with procuring and programing the radios is slightly behind in completing the programming. They have assured us that the radios will be available and able to be installed before the “storm season”. 
Legislative Update: 
The Board of EMS has presented a package that they intend to present to the legislature for changes to statutes at this legislative session. Also in motion is a review and re-write of the many regulations. Discussion was heard to encourage all technicians and services to read and monitor legislation proceedings. Comments should be forwarded to area legislators about your feelings before votes are casts. 

February 9th, 2009 in Salina a EMS Summit will be assembled with regional representatives and representatives of Critical Illness and Trauma (EMS systems consultants) to identify and offer solutions to issues in Kansas EMS. The region has been tasked with sending a representative. Mr. Way and Mr. Adams have prior commitments and cannot attend. Mr. Yoakum was asked if he would represent the region at the meeting and he agreed. A report will be formulated following the meeting and presented before the next council meeting. 

Mr. Yoakum also presented to the council that he was unable to adequately serve the capacity he was appointed to on the Educators Development Task Force through the BEMS and also the newly formed EPC committee through the EMSC office. Mr. Wilhelms noted that he would approach Greta Rexwinkle of Coffeyville Community College to perhaps serve on the EDTF or to appoint someone.   
There were no committee reports to be heard.  No public comment from the audience was noted. 

A short presentation from representatives from Critical Illness and Trauma was heard in reference to the recent survey completed by that company. The survey sought input into practices that provide positive results and those that need to be addressed to improve EMS service in Kansas. Representatives sought to validate data and seek further input on data already gathered to present at the summit next month in Salina. 
A motion was heard to adjourn by Mr. Modesitt with second by Mr. Bruner. All in favor.  

